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Herman Melville wrote his scrivener Bartleby as a pallid fellow who works in transcription at a New
York law firm. His key attribute is abstinence. Unwilling to muster up the great discipline his job
requires of him, he ceases activity altogether, even refusing to physically leave the firm's Wall
Street offices. As media theorist Byung-Chul Han puts it, "He is divorced from the world, vacant and
apathetic. If we can see him as akin to a 'blank slate', it's because he's been completely severed
from the world and drained of a sense of meaning".

In her dual-channel video installation, "Timing & Consistency", German artist Karolin Meunier is
seen stood behind a microphone at a professional radio studio, holding a blank sheet of paper in
her hands. Pallid, focused and eyes positioned on the camera, she recites a list of instructions in
one of the video sequences, while reading off nonspecific interview responses in the other -
stopping in a staccato manner as she delivers the answers. Who is the intended recipient of these
directions? Who is conducting the interview? Meunier is seen on a set we normally do not have
visual access to, delivering a performance that seems as disjointed from its surroundings as
Melville's scrivener is from his. Both places take on the status of a safe haven. The radio studio's
grave nature, its primary function as a place of broadcast, its heightened acoustics and visually
subdued surroundings cause the spectator to focus first and foremost on what is being said. Yet,
this isn't a true radio show - it's a video performance. In other words, the performance has been
both recorded and broadcast using a medium separate from radio.

The grey T-shirt, the articulation of the words and the speaker's straight posture all evoke a sense
of distance and objectivity to what is being said. In this way, Meunier speaks without referring back
to herself or a third party and allows for various genres to intersect - that of interview, interrogation
and video art. The text itself can remain flexible: In the one video, it is a vessel of severed speech,
in the other it provides instructions on self-control. At first, the instructions seem practical in nature;
however, taken together, they are nonsensical and without relevance to any conceivable situation.
Then, with the ninth and final instruction, we are told "this speech is not a product of this situation,"
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which is the entire point: There is no context.

Byung-Chul Han has observed an exorbitant amount of positivity in our society, noting however that
there no room left for dissenting opinions. Karolin Meunier uses the dialectic method to analyse this
now dominant form of communication, informing us that abstinence is an option. How much a
person should reveal about him or herself and the negative repercussions of doing so are issues
often addressed in conjunction with the Internet. Once information has been published, it can
seldom be deleted. As social networks are commercial platforms that can be monitored, some
people opt to avoid using these channels altogether. And it is within this context that the matter-
of-fact sounding title "Timing & Consistency" is to be understood. When is the right moment to voice
something? The two videos depict a theoretical and practical scenario, respectively. Here, a
reluctance to speak may serve as a form of opposition to speaking incessantly. However, the
context in which the artist's intricately staged act of subversive behaviour is taken will vary from
viewer from viewer.

Vera Tollmann
 

Add comment
Name

Message

0 Comments

TweetTweet 0Gefällt mir

creativity

ARTE Creative © 2011

ARTE Creative - your network for contemporary culture :: Ka... http://creative.arte.tv/en/space/Karolin_Meunier/message/37...

2 von 2 05.07.12 07:50


